
39-17-1551. Purpose of part -- Exemptions -- Authority to prohibit smoking.  

 

  (a) The general assembly intends by this part and other provisions of 

Tennessee Code Annotated to occupy and preempt the entire field of 

legislation concerning the regulation of tobacco products. Any law or 

regulation of tobacco products enacted or promulgated after March 15, 1994, 

by any agency or political subdivision of the state or any agency thereof is 

void; provided, that cities, counties and counties having a metropolitan form 

of government may regulate the use of tobacco products in buildings owned 

or leased by the political subdivisions; and provided further, that airport 

authorities created pursuant to the provisions of title 42; utility districts 

created pursuant to the provisions of title 7; and special school districts may 

regulate the use of tobacco products in buildings owned or leased by the 

entities. Notwithstanding any other provision of the law to the contrary, 

individual owners or operators of retail establishments located within an 

enclosed shopping mall shall retain the right to determine the policy on the 

use of tobacco products within the person's establishment. 

 

(b)  (1) Notwithstanding subsection (a) or any other provision of this title, a 

municipality, a county or a county having a metropolitan form of government 

is authorized by local ordinance or resolution to prohibit smoking on the 

grounds of a hospital or in the public areas immediately outside of a hospital 

building and its entrances, including public sidewalks. 

 

   (2) Any regulation or ordinance that is passed or adopted by a local 

government pursuant to the authority granted by this subsection (b) may 

prohibit smoking by a distance of up to fifty feet (50') from a hospital's 

entrance unless the application of a fifty-foot limit would place hospital 

patients in a potentially unsafe condition. In which case the fifty-foot limit 

shall be extended to such distance as is necessary to ensure patient safety 

as determined by the local government's legislative body in consultation with 

representatives of any hospitals that are subject to the regulation or 

ordinance. 

 

HISTORY: Acts 1994, ch. 872, §§ 9, 12; 2011, ch. 296, § 1. 

 

 


